Week Three… Keep pressing….God is doing a new thing!
HERE WE GROW, The Year of MOMENTUM!
​______________________________________________________________________________
Day 11: Monday, January 23, 2023 – I Know the Plans I Have for You
For I know the plans I have for you, “declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”                    Jeremiah 29:11
We tap into God’s best for us when we start dreaming and planning while staying sensitive to His voice. Getting quiet before the Lord, submitting yourself to Him, and seeking the Holy Spirit’s help is a powerful experience. Ask the Holy Spirit to work through you and reveal the Father’s plans for you.
Establishing short and long term goals will boost your success and lead you toward those dreams and accomplishments that the Lord plants in your heart.  For every good work He calls you to do, your Father will provide the tools to succeed.  But you need to search your heart and discover what may be forgotten hopes and dreams… and then develop goals to reach them.
Throughout the Bible, God shows by example that He is one for planning, details and success.  He planned the creation of the universe to take six days. He planned in minute detail how the Tabernacle would be constructed.  He counts the hairs on our head the number of our days.
He also like things to be in writing: the Ten Commandments, the Word of God, and the plans He told Habakkuk to write, just to name a few.  And Jeremiah 29:11 says that He has plans for you! But before those plans can move into action, we must do our part.

There is a line that says, “You will never rise above the vision you have for yourself”. There is great truth in that adage.  What is the vision you have for yourself? What do you know of the plans your Father has for you? What do you see in your future? These are all questions we can answer as we set goals and develop plans for our lives, realizing that the Lord wants us to have goodness and success.

Day 12: Tuesday, January 24, 2023 – Lose the Shackles?
Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses, and said, “Let us go up at once and take possession, for we are well able to overcome it”. 
      Numbers 13:30

We look at the poor wandering Israelites and imagine that we would be different.  Surely if I were alive I would be like Caleb and Joshua and trust in the Lord, we think to ourselves. But is that really true? Are we not shackled by beliefs that are just as paralyzing and just as damaging?
How many of us are chained to beliefs of inadequacy, guilt or shame that result in a poverty mentality that keeps us wandering in the same old land we’ve been in forever? How many of us are following the actions of ancestors that keep us bound in traditions disguised as truth? How many of us are weighed down with fear and anxiety so we don’t take risks to trust in an unseen God who decrees lofty promises?
Right now, no matter where you are in life, you have an opportunity to be like the ten pessimist and the millions of men and women who believe them. Or you can be like the few people who stepped out in faith and realized all God wanted to give them. The choice is ours: we can leave God’s promised unrealized or we can gain the victory?

Remember God’s call to us in Deuteronomy 30:19: “I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing; therefore chose life, that both you and your descendants may live”. Let’s step out in faith and chose life!
Day 13: Wednesday, January 25, 2023 – Be Rooted and Built Up in Christ
As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving.     Colossians 2:6-7
“To find our stability, we must be rooted and established in Christ and His ways. And when we come up against pressures, concerns or trials, He is there to build us up and keep us strong.
How do we get rooted and built up in Christ? It’s by bringing Him into the number one position in every part of our lives. The presence of Jesus inside of us and with us is promised.  So “Lord, what do You have to say about this”? can be constantly on our tongues.  Seeking God’s wisdom in His Word can be a normal practice for us.  
Being rooted means going deep! It means investing the time and energy into getting to know God and His ways and devoting time to be with Him so we can have an intimate relationship with Him.  And the deeper those roots dig down, the more stable we will be.
Read James 1:2-8: We can become stable in all our ways, firm in faith and confident in the ways of God. Take a few minutes and ask yourself these questions:

· How can I become more rooted in Christ?

· What are three things I can do to increase my knowledge of Him and His ways?
· What time am I willing to set aside for sole (or soul) purpose of studying the Word of God so that I can become firmly established in His truth?
Make plans to grow in Christ so that when times of trouble some, you will be ready
Day 14: Thursday, January 26, 2023 – Not by Bread Alone
Now when the tempter came to Him, he said, “If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread.” But He answered and said, “It is written, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God”.         Matthew 4:3-4
Jesus teaches us that we don’t live only by physical bread, but instead – and even more important – the spiritual food found in God’s Word.  Just as our physical bodies need to be nourished each and every day, so do our spirits.
The mainstay of that nutrition is the Bible, then we can have what is called “side dishes” from Christian books, sermons, Bible studies and Christian television.  But we need to make sure we have time every day in God’s holy Word so He can speak to us and minister to us.

Likewise, we need to make sure we are feeding our souls a healthy diet that brings life and not death.  Our Father tells us that we have choice between life and death, and He tells us to choose life. That includes the kind of information that enters our minds through people, the media, the Internet, television, books, conversations, and other influences we encounter.

Just as we need to guard our bodies and make wise choices about what we eat, we must also guard our eyes and our ears as to what is allowed to enter our souls.  And we guard our mouths as to what words we say.
The more you feed your spirit with the Word of God, the better you will find that you care for your soul and your body.

Day 15: Friday, January 27, 2023 – It Wasn’t About the Money 
And again, I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.      Matthew 19:24
Basically, Jesus is saying that it’s nearly impossible for a rich man to enter the Kingdom of God.  But it isn’t the money that keeps a rich man from entering; it is where the rich man places his dependence. Jesus is saying that people with money often rely on their wealth to solve all their problems. They don’t sense a need for God or His way of living.  Thus, the teaching in 1Timothy 6:10: “For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil”. It’s not the money. It’s the love, trust and dependence on money that is evil and makes it so difficult for people to enter into the Kingdom of God.
We see the same thing today.  People are so focused on making and spending money that they don’t even consider God.  Their self-worth isn’t measured by their character or their relationship with the Father, but rather their position, their possessions and the people they know.

God gives us the choice whether we will enter His Kingdom.  It’s our choice whether we will align ourselves with His ways.  And the way is not difficult. We can examine our hearts and present them to the Holy Spirit, who will show us where we need to change. We can make Christ the Lord over every part of our lives, including our finances.

Is the Lord the Overseer and Source of your funds? Is He your Provider? Examine yourself and ask the Holy Spirit to help you draw closer to the Lord by submitting this area of your life to Him so that you can fully partake of the Kingdom of God.
